
How to Use the Climb Training Management 
System (Climb TMS) 

Student Guide 

 

This guide is intended for students using Climb as their training platform for one or more flight 
training courses. 

1. Recommended Student Workflow 
 

Step Instructor action Where  

0 Review your pending purchases and Course 
List 

My Learning 

1 Complete any pending purchases. Enter the 
Course. 

My Learning / My Courses 

2 Review homework and work-ahead items What’s Next 

2a   Complete knowledge items and quiz items What’s Next 

2b   View instructor actions to learn if you need 
   to bring anything to your next lesson (e.g.  
   passport or medical certificate) 

What’s Next 

2c   View training activity items to prepare for the 
    items you will cover in your next lesson 

What’s Next (and side bar for 
Training Sessions) 

3 View progress Course Map or Progress Tab 

4 View proficiency progression Reports / Heat Map 

5 Check for instructor messages Messages 

 

2. Navigation Overview 
The main menu and available options may vary based on your role, flight school membership, 
and course permissions. 



Main menu 
• Use the menu toggle to open or close the navigation panel. 
• Use feedback tools to submit product or course feedback when available. 
• Use your profile or name menu for account options such as appearance settings or 

sign out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. My Learning 
 

From the My Learning menu item, you can: 

1. View and interact with your course(s) 

2. Authorize or deauthorize a school/instructor to 
provide you instruction 

3. View your pending purchases (shopping cart) 

4. Review your learning history 

5. View your messages 

Item 2 would be used if you move and need to 
switch flight schools. Or you may wish to authorize 
a new flight school to provide you instruction in this 
course if you are traveling and want to take lessons 
while you are on vacation. 

Any course purchased through Climb is owned by 
the student and is completely portable to any other 
instructor or flight school. Flight schools may use 
the platform at no charge when working with a 
Climb student. 

 

Most of the time you will go directly to “My Courses”: 

 



Select the course of interest and select “Enter”.  

You will then see the What’s Next tab along with several other tab options, a list of your 
homework underneath, and below that some available items to work ahead. 

In addition, on this page you can see if there are messages for you, the total completion %, 
and training sessions that your instructor has created for you based on your unique progress 
and proficiency. 

 

Items in purple can be viewed/completed at any time. Items in orange are not yet available 
because they have an incomplete item as a prerequisite. For example, in the view above the 
knowledge item on subcomponents is a prerequisite for the quiz on subcomponents. If you 
select “Preview” for the quiz item, the list of incomplete prerequisites will be displayed. 

Instructor Actions 
Instructor actions are visible to you only because you may be required to provide 
documentation for your instructor to complete the action. As an example, you may need to 
bring your medical certificate to your next lesson to show your instructor so they can 
complete the medical validation item and enter the appropriate expiration date. 

Knowledge Items 
Knowledge items are generally reading or videos, and you mark them complete once you feel 
you have a basic understanding of the item. You can still review the item later from the full 



course Activity List, so marking it complete does not remove it from your access. There is no 
time tracker on knowledge items so if you already feel you know a topic well from some other 
self-study, for example, you may mark it complete at your discretion. Most knowledge topics 
are followed by either a quiz or an in-person instructor discussion or both to check your 
understanding and retention! 

Quiz Activities  
There are 3 diaerent basic types of quizzes. 

1. Multiple choice 
2. Short-answer instructor-graded 
3. Short-answer AI-graded 

Short-answer quizzes are generally more helpful for testing true understanding versus initial 
recall. If the quiz is instructor-graded you submit the quiz once complete and need to wait for 
your instructor to grade it. If you pass, the item disappears from your What’s Next page. If not, 
you will need to retake the quiz. Review the missed answers and your instructor feedback, and 
when you feel ready you can try again. 

 

In addition, a quiz may be set to “practice mode” where you are in charge of how often you 
want to retake it. You simply keep taking it to receive new randomized questions and viewing 
the feedback. You will be asked to mark such quizzes as complete when you wish to move on. 

Training Activities 
Training activities are instructor-led activities. They may include ground-only sessions such as 
learning how to create a cross-country flight plan, they may include groud/aircraft sessions 
such as learning how to perform a preflight inspection of the aircraft, they may include a 



simulator task such as VOR navigation, or they may include a flight lesson and a list of 
associated activities. 

When you see a training activity in your homework, you are expected to review it and arrive at 
your lesson with a basic understanding of that item. You will be able to get through the 
preflight briefing faster and get more out of it if you have reviewed these ahead of time. Once 
you have reviewed the item, you may select “remove from homework list”. 

Ideally your instructor will always provide homework and plan ahead for potential tasks for 
upcoming lessons, and ideally you will also come prepared to brief the instructor on the 
maneuvers and/or ask questions to maximize learning eaiciency -- data shows that good 
planning and preparation for lessons typically saves students significantly in training time and 
cost!  

Activity List 
The Activity List shows a list of all course activities, including those completed, with sort and 
filter capabilities. You can come here to review any previously-completed items or view quiz 
scores. You can also look here to find any activity to view its prerequisites or completion 
history. Since this list includes everything, there are various sorting and filtering options to 
help navigate the list. 

 
 



3. The Training Session  

Training Session   (aka Ground or Flight Lesson) 
Each training session should be considered as a tentative plan, which may be revised as 
weather or other factors dictate. Some lssons will be primarily a list of activities. Others will 
have an overarching theme, such as a flight to a nearby airport to aaord time to work on some 
of the specific flight activities such as GPS programming or radio tuning.  

Your instructor will generally include more items than will actually be covered, so that they 
have flexibility during the lesson to seize the ‘teachable moment’ or adapt to other factors. Do 
not expect to necessarily perform every item.  

 
Your instructor can build multiple training sessions ahead of time, but a best practice is to 
build one flight as well as at least one training session that is primarily ground discussion 
items or simulator activities in case of bad weather. In some cases, no training session was 
created ahead of time. You and your instructor should then build the plan just before the 
session by selecting only items with no homework as prerequisites. 



 

Preflight Preparation 
You can view individual tasks on a planned lesson either through your homework or by 
vieweing the training session itself. You can open each item to view the student guidance and 
completion standards as well as an image of the maneuver. 

 

 
In addition, you may wish to use the pdf option from the Training Sessions tab to see all the 
items in one document to review the flight activities. These pdf options were meant primarily 



as a way to print a pre-flight briefing and/or in-flight grading aid (for those who eschew 
electronic devices), but can be used as a pre-breifing as well. 

 

At the end of each lesson, you should review the flight with your instructor, and as with other 
activities you will be asked to enter your PIN to confirm (these PIN entries make the 
platform/course 141-compatible but are also useful for legal and logbook documentation as 
well). Please confirm that all entries are understood and correct, especially the time entries. 

As of current time, you will also need to enter this information into your pilot logbook (we hope 
to integrate with electronic logbooks in the future to send the lesson information directly to 
them). This additional record serves as a good cross-check in case of errors. 

4. Progress and Reports 

Course Progress 
View the Course Progress tab to understand your overall completion status, flight totals, and 
progress toward course requirements, or to adjust your planned completion date. 

The overall progress summary shows: 

• self-paced activities in a blue circle bar 
• instructor-led activities (flights and ground sessions) in a pink circle bar 
• the overall course completion status % value in the middle 

(based on activity count) 
 

The overall completion graph shows your progress over time as well as a reference line based 
on your target completion date. You can adjust your target completion date based on how 



much time you have to devote to their training. For example, if you can begin scheduling more 
lessons each week, you should adjust this accordingly and use the graph to monitor your 
trend toward the goal. 

For example, a typical part-61 private pilot student working a full-time job and training on 
weekends might expect to take 9 months to complete the course while a full-time part 141 
student may plan to fly 2-3x per week and finish in 4 monts. 

 
The course activity graphs provide additional information to help understand your progress 
and activity levels. 

Reports 
Reports help instructors, schools, and students review progress, document completion, and 
prepare for practical test or school recordkeeping needs. 

• Use course summary reports to confirm required knowledge or training areas have 
been covered. 

• Use document reports to locate uploaded course documents and certificates. 
• Use heatmaps or milestone reports to identify strengths and weak areas. 

 



The course summary report is extremely helpful at checkride time. This report can be used to 
validate coverage of all required items, and can be taken to the DPE as proof of the required 
training including dates, instructor name, and regulation reference number. 

The document report can be used to quickly locate all documentation uploaded to the course, 
for example, during a TSA audit to prove that the validation step was performed and display an 
image of the documents and/or endorsement associated with that student. 

The heatmap can show you your progress on various tasks at a glance.  Tasks are in columns 
and lessons in rows, with activity grades shown in the intersecting box and color coded. A 
sample heatmap is shown below: 

 

5. Understanding Course Structure 
Some courses contain many small activities so instructors can assign, track, and grade 
training with flexibility.  Most interactive screens allow sorting and filtering to assist with 
finding relevant activities because of this. 

One additional tool to use when a course feels complex, or to view your individual pathway in 
completing the course, is to use the interactive course map. This displays the course 
structure as well as your specific progress in that course.  



You can drag items to view the course more easily, click into an item to drill down into its 
contents, view the completion (yellow boxes show % complete), prerequisites (solid arrows 
show completed prerequisites, dashed lines show incomplete prerequisites). 

 

6. Frequently Asked Questions 
Coming soon. 

Other questions not shown here? Please submit through the TMS and we’ll answer you and 
add to this document as soon as possible! 


